
H I S TO R I C A L  The Deep & Dark Blue 
By Niki Smith 

After a terrible political coup usurps their noble house, Hawke 
and Grayson flee to stay alive and assume new identities, Hanna 
and Grayce. Desperation and chance lead them to the Commun-
ion of Blue, an order of magical women who spin the threads of 
reality to their will.  J Graphic Smith 

The Witch Boy 
By Molly Ostertag 

In thirteen-year-old Aster's family, all the girls are raised to be 
witches, while boys grow up to be shapeshifters. Anyone who 
dares cross those lines is exiled. Unfortunately for Aster, he still 
hasn't shifted . . . and he's still fascinated by witchery, no matter 
how forbidden it might be.When a mysterious danger threatens 
the other boys, Aster knows he can help -- as a witch. It will take 
the encouragement of a new friend, the non-magical and non-
conforming Charlie, to convince Aster to try practicing his skills. 
And it will require even more courage to save his family . . . and 
be truly himself.  J Graphic  Ostertag 

Better Nate Than Ever 
By Tim Federle 
Nate Foster has big dreams. His whole life, he's wanted to 
star in a Broadway show. (Heck, he'd settle for seeing a 
Broadway show.) But how is Nate supposed to make his 
dreams come true when he's stuck in Jankburg, Pennsylva-
nia, where no one (except his best pal Libby) appreciates a 
good show tune?  

Hurricane Child 
By Kheryn Callender 

Caroline Murphy is a Hurricane Child. Being born during a 
hurricane is unlucky, and twelve-year-old Caroline has had 
her share of bad luck lately. She's hated and bullied by eve-
ryone in her small school on St. Thomas of the US Virgin 
Islands, a spirit only she can see won't stop following her, 
and -- worst of all -- Caroline's mother left home one day 
and never came back. But when a new student named  
Kalinda arrives, Caroline's luck begins to turn around.   

The Derby Daredevils 
By Kit Rosewater 
Ever since they can remember, fifth-graders Kenzie (aka 
Kenzilla) and Shelly (aka Bomb Shell) have dreamed of be-
coming roller derby superstars. When Austin's city league 
introduces a brand-new junior league, the dynamic duo 
celebrates!   

The Mighty Heart of Sunny St. James 
By Ashley Herring Blake 

Twelve-year-old Sunny St. James navigates heart surgery, 
reconnecting with her lost mother, first kisses, and emerg-
ing feelings for another girl in this stunning, heartfelt novel-
-perfect for fans of Ali Benjamin and Erin Entrada Kelly.  

The Best At It 
By Maulik Pancholy  

Rahul Kapoor is heading into seventh grade in a small town 
in Indiana. The start of middle school is making him feel 
increasingly anxious, so his favorite person in the whole 
world, his grandfather, Bhai, gives him some well-meaning 
advice: Find one thing you're really good at and become the 
BEST at it.  
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Beetle & the Hollowbones 
By Aliza Layne 

In the eerie town of 'Allows, some people get to be magical sor-
ceresses, while other people have their spirits trapped in the mall 
for all ghastly eternity. 
Then there's twelve-year-old goblin-witch Beetle, who's caught 
in between. She'd rather skip being homeschooled completely 
and spend time with her best friend, Blob Glost. But the mall is 
getting boring, and B.G. is cursed to haunt it, tethered there by 
some unseen force. And now Beetle's old best friend, Kat, is 
back in town for a sorcery apprenticeship with her Aunt Hollow-
bone. Kat is everything Beetle wants to be: beautiful, cool, great 
at magic, and kind of famous online. Beetle's quickly being left in 
the dust.  J Graphic Beetle 
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Snapdragon 
By Kat Leyh 

Snap had a town witch. At least, that's how the rumor goes. 
But in reality, Jacks is just a crocks-wearing, internet-savvy 
old lady who sells roadkill skeletons online--after doing a 
little ritual to put their spirits to rest. It's creepy, sure, but 
Snap thinks it's kind of cool, too.  J Graphic Snapdrag 

Molly and the Twin Towers: A 9/11 Survival Story 
By Jessika Fleck  

Life in lower Manhattan is normal for Molly, her dads, and 
younger sister. But on September 11, 2001, everything 
changes. Molly and her younger sister, Adeline, are at 
school when the first plane hits the World Trade Center. 
When the Twin Towers fall, the city is thrown into chaos. 
Papa, a pilot, is flying, Dad can't be reached, and Gran, an 
EMT with the New York Fire Department, is at Ground Zero.  
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To: Night Owl From: Dogfish 
By Holly Goldberg Sloan 

Avery Bloom, who's bookish, intense, and afraid of many 
things, particularly deep water, lives in New York City. Bett 
Devlin, who's fearless, outgoing, and loves all animals as well 
as the ocean, lives in California. What they have in common 
is that they are both twelve years old, and are both being 
raised by single, gay dads.  

Star-Crossed 
By Barbara Dee 

Mattie, a star student and passionate reader, is delighted 
when her English teacher announces the eighth grade will 
be staging Romeo and Juliet. And she is even more excited 
when, after a series of events, she finds herself playing Ro-
meo, opposite Gemma Braithwaite's Juliet. Gemma, the new 
girl at school, is brilliant, pretty, outgoing--and, if all that 
wasn't enough: British.  

Alan Cole is Not a Coward 
By Eric Bell 

Alan Cole can't stand up to his cruel brother, Nathan. He 
can't escape the wrath of his demanding father, who thinks 
he's about as exceptional as a goldfish. And--scariest of all--
he can't let the cute boy across the cafeteria know he has a 
crush on him. But when Nathan discovers Alan's secret, his 
older brother announces a high-stakes round of Cole vs. 
Cole. Each brother must complete seven nearly impossible 
tasks; whoever finishes the most wins the game.  

The Moon Within 
By Jack Chabert 

Celi Rivera's life swirls with questions. About her changing 
body. Her first attraction to a boy. And her best friend's 
exploration of what it means to be genderfluid.But most of 
all, her mother's insistence she have a moon ceremony 
when her first period arrives. It's an ancestral Mexica ritual 
that Mima and her community have reclaimed, but Celi 
promises she will NOT be participating. Can she find the 
power within herself to take a stand for who she wants to 
be?  

Different Kinds of Fruit 
By Kyle Lukoff 

Annabelle Blake fully expects this school year to be the same as every 
other- same teachers, same classmates, same, same, same. So she's 
elated to discover there's a new kid in town. To Annabelle, Bailey is a 
breath of fresh air. And it doesn't hurt that Bailey has a cute smile, 
nice hands (how can someone even have nice hands?) and smells 
really good. Suddenly sixth grade is anything but the same.   

Hurricane Season 
By Nicole Melleby 

Fig, a sixth grader, loves her dad and the home they share in 
a beachside town. She does not love the long months of 
hurricane season. Her father, a once-renowned piano player, 
sometimes goes looking for the music in the middle of a 
storm. Hurricane months bring unpredictable good and bad 
days. More than anything, Fig wants to see the world 
through her father's eyes, so she takes an art class to expe-
rience life as an artist does.  

The Whispers 
By Greg Howard 
Eleven-year-old Riley believes in the whispers, magical fair-
ies that will grant you wishes if you leave them tributes. 
Riley has a lot of wishes. He wishes bullies at school would 
stop picking on him. He wishes Dylan, his 8th grade crush, 
liked him, and Riley wishes he would stop wetting the bed. 
But most of all, Riley wishes for his mom to come back 
home. She disappeared a few months ago, and Riley is de-
termined to crack the case.  

Frankie and Bug 
By Gayle Forman 

It's the summer of 1987, and all ten-year-old Bug wants to 
do is go to the beach with her older brother and hang out 
with the locals on the boardwalk. But Danny wants to be 
with his own friends, and Bug's mom is too busy, so Bug is 
stuck with their neighbor Philip's nephew, Frankie. Bug's not 
too excited about hanging out with a kid she's never met, 
but they soon find some common ground. And as the sum-
mer unfolds, they find themselves learning some important 
lessons about each other, and the world.  

Cattywampus  
By Ash Van Otterloo 

In the town of Howler's Hollow, conjuring magic 
is strictly off-limits. Only nothing makes Delpha McGill's skin 
crawl more than rules. So when she finds her family's secret 
book of hexes, she's itching to use it to banish her mama's 
money troubles. She just has to keep it quieter than a 
church mouse -- not exactly Delpha's specialty. Trouble is, 
Katybird Hearn is hankering to get her hands on the spell 
book, too.  

The Misadventures of the Family Fletcher 
By Dana Alison Levy 

The start of the school year is not going as the Fletcher 
brothers hoped. Each boy finds his plans for success veering 
off in unexpected and sometimes diastrous directions. And 
at home, their miserable new neighbor complains about 
everything. As the year continues, the boys learn the hard 
and often hilarious lesson that sometimes what you least 
expect is what you come to care about the most.  

The Fabulous Zed Watson! 
By Basil Sylvester  

Zed Watson loves a few things: their name (which they 
chose themself!), their big rambunctious family, and--oh 
yeah--monsters. When Zed discovered the mystery sur-
rounding an unpublished novel called The Monster's Castle, 
they were completely hooked. Now Zed is a member of a 
small but dedicated legion devoted to finding the long-
buried text. When a breakthrough discovery leads Zed to 
the route that they are sure will take them to the treasure, 
they know it's time for a road trip.  

Melissa 
By Alex Gino 

When people look at Melissa, they think they see a boy 
named George. But she knows she's not a boy. She knows 
she's a girl. Melissa thinks she'll have to keep this a secret 
forever. Then her teacher announces that their class play is 
going to be Charlotte's Web. Melissa really, really, REALLY 
wants to play Charlotte. But the teacher says she can't even 
try out for the part... because she's a boy. With the help of 
her best friend, Kelly, Melissa comes up with a plan. Not just 
so she can be Charlotte -- but so everyone can know who 

Ellen Outside the Lines 
By A.J. Sass 

Thirteen-year-old Ellen Katz feels most comfortable when 
her life is well planned out and people fit neatly into her 
predefined categories. She attends temple with Abba and 
Mom every Friday and Saturday. Ellen only gets crushes on 
girls, never boys, and she knows she can always rely on her 
best-and-only friend, Laurel, to help navigate social situa-
tions at their private Georgia middle school.  

Every Bird a Prince 
By Jenn Reese 
Eren Evers is about to turn thirteen, which means something 
to everyone but her. Recently, all her friends want to talk 
about are their crushes, and her mom keeps asking about 
the upcoming school dance. But Eren couldn't care less 
about liking boys or girls, and isn't even sure how a crush 
should feel. Instead, Eren goes on long bike rides in the 
woods, wishing she and her friends could just play in the 
forest like they used to.  

The Best Liars in Riverview 
By Lin Thompson 

In the woods of a small Kentucky town, Aubrey sets off on a 
journey about growing up, self-discovery, and acceptance 
while searching for their missing best friend--perfect for 
fans of King and the Dragonflies and Three Times Lucky.  
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