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The Amulet of Samarkand 
By Jonathan Stroud 

Nathaniel, a young magician's apprentice, becomes 
caught in a web of magical espionage, murder, and rebel-
lion, after he summons the djinni Bartimaeus and in-
structs him to steal the Amulet of Samarkand from the 
powerful magician Simon Loveland.  

The Rithmatist 
By Brandon Sanderson 

As Wild Chalklings threaten the American Isles and Rith-
matists are humanity's only defense, Joel can only watch 
as Rithmatist students learn the magical art that he 
would do anything to practice.  

Shadowfell 
By Juliet Marillier 

Fifteen-year-old Neryn is alone in the land of Alban, 
where the oppressive king has ordered anyone with 
magical strengths captured, but when she sets out 
for Shadowfell, a training ground for a rebel group, 
she meets a mysterious soldier and the Good Folk, 
who tell her that she, alone, can save Alban.  

Hold Me Closer, Necromancer 
By Lish McBride 

Sam LaCroix, a Seattle fast-food worker and college 
dropout, discovers that he is a necromancer, part of a 
world of harbingers, werewolves, satyrs, and one par-
ticular necromancer who sees Sam as a threat to his 
lucrative business of raising the dead.  

Ember in the Ashes 
By Sabaa Tahir 

Laia is a Scholar living under the iron-fisted rule of 
the Martial Empire. When her brother is arrested for 
treason, Laia goes undercover as a slave at the em-
pire's greatest military academy in exchange for as-
sistance from rebel Scholars who claim that they will 
help to save her brother from execution. 

The False Prince 
By Jennifer Nielsen 

In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman en-
gages four orphans in a brutal competition to be se-
lected to impersonate the king's long-missing son in 
an effort to avoid a civil war. JFic 

The Thief 
By Megan Whalen Turner 

Gen flaunts his ingenuity as a thief and relishes the 
adventure which takes him to a remote temple of the 
gods where he will attempt to steal a precious stone. 
Newbery Honor Book 

The Novice 
By Taran Matharu 

When blacksmith apprentice Fletcher discovers that 
he has the ability to summon demons from another 
world, he travels to Adept Military Academy where 
must decide where his loyalties lie. The fate of an 
empire is in his hands. 

The Crown’s Game 
By Evelyn Skye 

Vika Andreyeva can summon the snow and turn ash 
into gold. Nikolai Karimov can see through walls and 
conjure bridges out of thin air. They are the only en-
chanters in Russia, and when the Ottoman Empire 
and the Kazakhs threaten to attack, the tsar wants a 
powerful enchanter by his side, and as an advisor for 
the prince, Pasha. 

The Alchemyst 
By Michael Scott 

The truth: Nicholas Flamel was born in Paris on Sep-
tember 28, 1330. The legend: Nicholas Flamel dis-
covered the secret of eternal life. The records show 
that he died in 1418. But his tomb is empty.  

We encourage readers to be informed about 
the titles they are reading. Commonsenseme-
dia.org is a great resource to help you decide 
if a book is  right for you.  
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FANTASY BOOKS FOR TEENS 
Shadow and Bone 
By Leigh Bardugo 

Orphaned by the Border Wars, Alina Starkov is taken 
from obscurity and her only friend, Mal, to become 
the protégé́ of the mysterious Darkling, who trains 
her to join the magical elite in the belief that she is 
the Sun Summoner, who can destroy the monsters 
of the Fold. 

Dragon’s Keep 
By Janet Lee Carey 

In 1145 A.D., as foretold by Merlin, fourteen-year-old 
Rosalind, who will be the twenty-first Pendragon 
Queen of Wilde Island, has much to accomplish to 
fulfill her destiny, while hiding from her people the 
dragon's claw she was born with that reflects only 
one of her mother's dark secrets.  

The Demon King 
By Cinda Williams Chima 

The fates of former street gang leader Han Alister 
and headstrong Princess Raisa, as Han takes posses-
sion of an amulet that once belonged to an evil wiz-
ard and Raisa uncovers a conspiracy in the Grey Wolf 
Court.  

Entwined 
By Heather Dixon 

Confined to their dreary castle while mourning their 
mother's death, Princess Azalea and her eleven sis-
ters join The Keeper, who is trapped in a magic pas-
sageway, in a nightly dance that soon becomes 
nightmarish.  

Hollow Kingdom 
By Clare B. Dunkle 

In nineteenth-century England, a powerful sorcerer 
and King of the Goblins chooses Kate, the elder of 
two orphan girls recently arrived at their ancestral 
home, Hallow Hill, to become his bride and queen.  

Monstrous Beauty 
By Elizabeth Fama 

In alternating chapters, tells of the mermaid 
Syrenka's love for Ezra in 1872 that leads to a series 
of horrific murders, and present-day Hester's en-
counter with a ghost that reveals her connection to 
the murders and to Syrenka.  

The Last Dragonslayer 
By Jasper Fforde 

Fifteen-year-old Jennifer Strange runs an agency for 
underemployed magicians in a world where magic is 
fading away, but when visions of the death of the 
world's last dragon begin, all signs point to Jennifer--
and Big Magic. 

Ruby Red 
By Kerstin Gier 

Gwyneth discovers that she, rather than her well-
prepared cousin, carries a time-travel gene, and soon 
she is journeying with Gideon, who shares the gift, 
through historical London trying to discover whom 
they can trust.  

Goose Girl 
By Shannon Hale 

Princess Anidori, on her way to marry a prince she 
has never met, is betrayed by her guards and her lady
-in-waiting and must become a goose girl to survive 
until she can reveal her true identity and reclaim the 
crown that is rightfully hers.  

Dragon Keeper 
By Robin Hobb 

Dragons have hatched again outside the city of Cas-
sarick, but because they are languishing, the Traders 
Council decides to relocate them to a better setting. 
Adult Fic 

Enchanted 
By Althea Kontis 

When Sunday Woodcutter, the youngest sibling to 
sisters named for the other six days of the week, kiss-
es an enchanted frog, he transforms back into Rum-
bold, the crown prince of Arilland--a man Sunday's 
family despises.  

Wizard of Earthsea 
By Ursula LeGuin 

Young Ged, studying the art of wizardry, accidentally 
conjures up a terrifying creature that threatens the 
existence of the entire world of Earthsea. He grows to 
manhood while attempting to subdue the evil he un-
leashed on the world as an apprentice to the Master 
Wizard.  

Joust 
By Mercedes Lackey 

Vetch, an Altan serf, must learn the secret of the Tian 
jousters and their dragons in order to save his people. 
Adult Fic 

Throne of Glass 
By Sarah Maas 

Crown Prince Dorian offers eighteen-year-old assas-
sin Celaena Sardothien her freedom on the condition 
that she act as his champion in a competition to find 
a new royal assassin.  

Finnikin of the Rock 
By Melina Marchetta 

Finnikin, who was a child when the royal family of Lu-
matere was brutally murdered and replaced by an 
imposter, reluctantly joins forces with an enigmatic 
young novice and fellow-exile, who claims that her 
dark dreams will lead them to a surviving royal child 
and a way to regain the throne of Lumatere.  
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